
AIMS
The PhD by thesis is awarded to a candidate who, having 
critically investigated and evaluated an approved topic resulting 
in an independent and original contribution to knowledge and 
demonstrated an understanding of research methods appropriate 
to the chosen field, has presented and defended a thesis. This PhD 
programme is designed for those who wish to pursue supervised 
research at doctoral level leading to the production of a traditional 
thesis which will be considered as an original and independent 
contribution to knowledge and justify the award of a PhD. The 
Thesis should be 40,000 words for Science and Engineering and 
80,000 words for Social Sciences and Education areas of research. 
It is possible to apply for and to be registered for the PhD either 

‘direct’ or ‘via MPhil’.

CURRICULUM
Doctorates are awarded to students who have demonstrated:
(i)	 the creation and interpretation of new knowledge, through 

original research or other advanced scholarship, of a quality 
to satisfy peer review, extend the forefront of the discipline, 
and merit publication;

(ii)	 a systematic acquisition and understanding of a substantial 
body of knowledge which is at the forefront of an academic 
discipline or area of professional practice;

(iii) 	 the general ability to conceptualise, design and implement a 
project for the generation of new knowledge, applications or 
understanding at the forefront of the discipline, and to adjust 
the project design in the light of unforeseen problems;

(iv) 	 a detailed understanding of applicable techniques for 
research and advanced academic enquiry.

Typically, holders of the qualification will be able to:
(a) 	 make informed judgments on complex issues in specialist 

fields, often in the absence of complete data, and be able 
to communicate their ideas and conclusions clearly and 
effectively to specialist and non-specialist audiences;

(b) 	 continue to undertake pure and/or applied research and 
development at an advanced level, contributing substantially 
to the development of new techniques, ideas, or approaches; 
and will have:

(c) 	 the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment 
requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and 
largely autonomous initiative in complex and unpredictable 
situations, in professional or equivalent environments.

Research Subject Areas 

The University of Bolton can support 

PhD/MPhil students undertaking 

research in the following subject 

areas:

•	 Art and Design 

•	 Accounting and Business

•	 Built Environment & Civil 

Engineering

•	 Community Studies

•	 Computer Science

•	 Education

•	 Engineering

•	 English & Creative Writing

•	 Health & Well-Being

•	 Information Systems

•	 Islamic Finance

•	 Law 

	 Materials, Research & Innovation 

•	 Mass Observation and Worktown 

Studies

•	 Medical, Biomedical and Life 

Sciences

•	 Photography

•	 Psychology

•	 Sport, Performance, Recovery & 

Rehab

•	 Sport Sociology and Policy

•	 Theatre and Performance

•	 Renewable Energy & 

Environmental Technologies 
http://www.bolton.ac.uk/Research/Home.

aspx#sthash.byW7em5w.dpuf

Duration

3 to 4 years (full-time); 5 to 7 years 

(part-time).
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Normally, you should have at least an upper second class honours degree (2.1) or equivalent in a 

relevant subject. A postgraduate qualification and/or some research training or relevant professional 

development is desirable. You will be interviewed (this may be over the telephone or online for non-

UK-based applicants). If English is not your first language you will also normally need IELTS 6.5 (or 

equivalent).

How to Apply

Before applying for a research degree you should contact New York College Postgraduate Research 

Director to discuss your subject specialism and the nature of the research that you wish to undertake. 

This will inform you of the types of specialism that we are able to support. You can visit the web pages 

of the academic area.

Your application folder should include:

1.	 An application Form 

2.	 A recent CV

3.	 Notarised copies of diploma(s) and transcript

4.	 A research proposal

All completed research degree application forms are assessed and offers of acceptance are made by the 

University. 

You must make all applications on the research degree application form following the instructions 

for submission on that form. Please do not make applications direct to the Research Coordinator or 

academic group concerned.

Available start dates:  

Start Date Apply By Date

January November

May March

ATTENDANCE
In addition to the scheduled meetings with the supervisor, students are expected to attend a number of 

scheduled workshops throughout their studies on Research Methodology, Quantitative and Qualitative 

data collection, Writing Research Papers, Review of individual performance, Writing the Annual 

Monitoring reviews, Conference Presentations, and Preparing for the Viva Voce Examinations.

CAREERS

PhD holders not only have become specialists in their chosen subject area but have acquired a set of 

transferrable skills and attitudes that make them highly sought after by today’s fast-developing and 

multinational employers. By completing a PhD you have proved mastery in critical analysis and problem-

solving of the highest order, challenging long-standing view and providing alternative perspectives, 

project management, advanced research, leadership and mentoring skills as well as enhanced self-

confidence, determination and persistence.  PhD graduates are the ‘movers and shakers’ in their working 

environment, the ones that employers rely on for innovation and enterprise. Apart from the prestige of 

earning the highest academic qualification possible,  PhD graduates have more successful careers and 

increased earnings than any other graduate. 
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